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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement filed March 29, 2005 fails to comply with 37 
CFR 1 .98(a)(3) because it does not include a concise explanation of the relevance, as it 
is presently understood by the individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) most 
knowledgeable about the content of the information, document JP 3250551 (listed oh 
page 3 of 3) that is not in the English language. It has been placed in the application 
file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered. 

Claim Interpretation 

3. In the claimed structure stabilization process step (claim 1 , lines 10 to 15) the 
hydrogen partial pressure can be 10 kPa and the temperature is in the range of 1033 to 
1213 °K while in the controlled evacuation process step (claim 1, lines 16 to 21) the 
hydrogen partial pressure also can also be 10kPa and the temperature is also in the 
range of 1033 to 1213 °K. Thus, the hydrogen partial pressure for each of these steps 
overlap at 10 kPa. In view of this, and the fact that the temperature of each of these 
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steps can be the same, the structure stabilization process step and the controlled 
evacuation process step can be accomplished under the same conditions. In view of 
this, as claimed these 2 steps can be interpreted to be a single step. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1 to 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Takeshita et al. (Takeshita '901 , Japanese Patent Document No. 02-004901 , cited in 
each of the IDS's submitted in this application). 

Takeshita '901 teaches a process of treating rare earth-iron-boron alloys in 
hydrogen, which in view of the interpretation of the claims as set forth above under the 
heading, Claim Interpretation, is encompassed by the instant claims (see Takeshita 
'901's Abstract). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John P. Sheehan whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1249. The examiner can normally be reached on T-F (6:45-4:30) Second Monday 
Off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Roy King can be reached on (571) 272-1244. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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